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Two Utah Hospitals Receive L evel | Trauma Center
Designation from the Utah Department of Health

(Salt Lake City, UT) —The Utah Department of Health’'s (UDOH) Bureau of Emergency Medical Services
isproud to announcethat two Utah hospital s have been verified by the American College of Surgeons
(ACS) and designated by the UDOH asLevel | TraumaCenters. Theachievement will be awarded Friday
to Intermountain Health Care’'sL DS Hospital and the University of Utah Health Network’sUniversity
Hospital. Thisachievement recognizesthe hospitals' dedication to providing optimal carefor themost

severdy injured patients.

Thedesignation of traumacentersin Utah isavoluntary commitment on the part of thefacility to demon-
strateitsability to providethe resources necessary to addressthe needs of al injured patients. ACS
verification program does not havethe authority to designate traumacenters. Rather, the program provides
confirmation that atraumacenter has demonstrated itscommitment to providing the highest qudity trauma
care. Theauthority to establish atraumasystem in Utah and to designate trauma centerswas granted to the
UDOH’sBureau of Emergency Medical Servicesby the 2000 Utah Legidature.

“Thesetwo ingtitutions have proven to be pioneersintraumacarein Utah. 1 amtruly proud of their willing-
nessto takethelead and make the commitment that traumacenter designation entails. Inthistime of
economic cutbacks and hardshi ps, these hospital shave voluntarily madethefiscal commitment to continue
to provide essentia resourcesfor the provision of quality traumacare and to be active congtituentsin the
development of our statewidetraumasystem,” said Jan Buttrey, Director of the UDOH’sBureau of Emer-
gency Medical Services.
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Key dementsof aLevel | TraumaCenter include 24-hour in-house coverage by general surgeons, and
prompt availability of carein specidtiessuchas:

» orthopedic surgery

s neurosurgery

» anesthesology

* emergency medicine

» radiology

* internd medicine

» critical and cardiac care

» hand, pediatric, microvascular surgery

* hemodidyss

Designated trauma centersmust meet essentia criteriathat ensuretraumacare capability and institutional
performance, asoutlined by the Trauma Criteriain the 1995 Utah TraumaPlan. A Level | TraumaCenteris
acomprehensiveregiona resourcethat isatertiary carefacility centra to thetraumasystem and iscapable
of providing resourcesfor every aspect of injury, from prevention through rehabilitation. The Center pro-
videsleadershipin prevention, public education and continuing education for thetraumateam members.
Both Centersare committed to continued improvement through acomprehensive quality assessment pro-
gram and an organized research effort to help direct new innovationsin traumacare. Thedesignationlasts

for threeyears.

Level | TraumaCenter honorswill be presented on Friday, September 7, at 1 p.m.inRoom 125 of the
Cannon Health Building at 288 North 1460 West. Jan Buttrey, Director of the UDOH’sBureau of
Emergency Medica Serviceswill present the honorsto Robert Cash, CEO, of LDSHospital and Dr.
Steven Morris, University Hospital’s Trauma ServicesMedical Director.
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