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Utah Department of Health to Use Rapid Testing

(Salt Lake City, UT) — The Utah Department of Health (UDOH) laboratory will beableto perform quick
preiminary testsfor the presence of anthrax organismsin environmental samplesbeginning Wednesday. The
UDOH was awaiting reagents (testing chemicals) from the Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention that
will alow thelaboratory to usethe rapid testing equipment that was already in place. Thereagentshave
arrived and rapid preliminary testingwill beavailable Wednesday.

Therapidtest will alow public health officiasto quickly analyze asample after law enforcement has deemed
the sample asacrediblethreat. Thetest takes two hoursbut there are many stepsin processing asample.
Additiona timewill be necessary to transport the sampleto thelab, review the chain of custody, prioritizethe
sampleagainst othersthat comein, set up and processthe sample, and then analyzetheresults. All inall, the
UDOH estimates, on average, that preliminary resultswill beavailablein 4 hoursbut thiscould rangefrom 2to
24 hours depending on these other factors.

Theseinitia resultswill help law enforcement, health departmentsand health care providersmake preliminary
decisionson how to proceed with investigations and antibiotic trestments. The CDC isstill recommending
that thetraditiona 48-hour culture be performed onall samples. With availability of themorerapid test
results health care providersmay beableto hold off on prescribing antibiotics. Therapid test may aso
provideearlier reassuranceto those who believe they might have been exposed to anthrax.

Therehavebeen no casesof anthrax in Utah. In addition, ther e have been no confirmed expo-
surestoanthraxin Utah.

NOTE: The UDOH Laboratory isnot open to the public or the media. In addition, we ask that you exercise
caution inidentifying the exact |ocation of thelab for security purposes.
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